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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OE  THE 
BRECONSHIRE  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, — 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  38th  Annual  Report 
of  the  School  Medical  Service  and  its  work  during  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1948. 

During  the  year  3,145  children  were  inspected  who  were 
attending  the  Primary  and  Secondary  Schools  and  844  attending 
the  County  Grammar  Schools  compared  with  2,654  and  862 
respectively  in  1947. 

School  Closures. — Six  schools  were-  closed  on  account  of 
infectious  diseases. 


The  introduction  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946, 
which  came  into  operation  on  5th  July,  1948,  has  made  a very 
great  difference  in  the  administrative  side  of  the  School  Medical 
Services  and  for  your  information  1 give  below  a statement 
showing  the  changes  which  have  taken  place:  — 


A.  — All  accounts  for  hospital  maintenance  and  treatment  of 

school  children  are  now  payable  by  the  Regional  Hos- 
pital Board; 

B.  — The  supply  and  payment  for  Spectacles  ceases  to  be  the 

responsibility  of  your  Committee  but  clinics  are  still  held 
by  us,  attended  by  the  Eye  Specialist  (Mr.  Hoare)  and 
your  Assistant  Medical  Officer  (Dr.  R.  C.  Forrester). 
Operation  sessions  are  still  held  at  the  Brecon  War 
Medical  Hospital  arranged  by  the  Regional  Hospital 
Boai’d. 

C. — The  Treatment  of  Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  is  now 

the  responsibility  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  and 
tie  Health  Department  only  refers  cases  renuirimv 
treatment.  ' ° 


D. — Diphtheria  Immunisation  of  School  Children  now  be- 

comes the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council  and  is 
carried  out  by  your  two  Assistant  Medical  Officers. 

E. — Orthopaedic  Appliances,  Boot  alterations  and  mainten- 

ance m Hospitals  are  now  the  responsibility  of  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board,  but  all  the  arrangements 
remain  m our  hands  and  the  clerical  work. 

T.— Although  maintenance  in  hospitals  is  now  free  to  all 
school  children  the  Education  Committee  is  responsible 
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for  the  cost  of  their  education  whilst  in  hospitals,  which 
are  recognised  by  the  Ministry  of  Education  as  Special 
Schools. 


Dr.  C.  M.  Stenner  Evans  commenced  duties  as  an  Assistant 
Medical  Officer  on  1st  December,  1948. 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  E.  W.  BETENSON, 

School  Medical  Officer. 


County  Health  Offices, 
The  Watton, 

Brecon. 


TABLE  OF  PRIMARY  AND  SECONDARY  AND  COUNTY 
GRAMMAR  SCHOOL  CHILDREN. 


Number  of  Departments 
Number  of  Scholars  on  the  Boll 
Average  Attendance 


100 

8005 

7065.4 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION— 

Number  of  children  immunised  during  the  six  months  ended 


31st  December,  1948:  — 
District. 

Primary 
Immunisation. 
Under  5.  5—14 

Totals. 

Re-inforc- 

Brecon  Rural 

40 

_ 

46 

ing  Dose. 
10 

,,  Urban 

45 

— 

45 

43 

Brvnmawr 

24 

— 

24 

— 

Builth  Rural 

21 

2 

23 

3 

,,  Ubran 

18 

1 

19 

6 

Hav  Rural 

23 

2 

25 

3 

,,  Urban 

22 

— 

22 

4 

Llanwrtvd 

2 

— 

2 

1 

Ystradgynlais 

99 

4 

103 

— 

Crickhowell 

14 

— 

14 

— 

Vaynor  & Pendervn  ... 

10 

— 

10 

■ 

Totals 

324 

9 

333 

70 

From  5/7/48  Diphtheria 

Immunisation 

was  taken  over  by 

the  Health  Department. 
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PRIMARY  AND  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS— 


Number  of  children  examined:  — 


Males. 

Females. 

Totals. 

Routine  Inspection 

1006 

987 

1993 

Special  Inspections 

272 

263 

535 

Re -Inspections 

347 

270 

617 

Totals 

COUNTY  GRAMMAR  SCHOOLS— 

1625 

1520 

3145 

Number  of  children  examined:  — 

Males. 

Females. 

Totals. 

Routine  Inspections 

245 

370 

615 

Special  Inspections 

22 

36 

58 

Re-Inspections 

68 

103 

171 

Totals 

335 

509 

844 

TREATMENT  OF  YISION— 

1.  Number  of  children  examined  in  the  year...  520 

2.  Number  for  whom  spectacles 

(a)  were  prescribed  ...  383 

(b)  were  obtained  ...  226* 

*From  5/7/48  spectacles  were  obtained  from  opticians  and 
not  by  L.E.A. 

Table  of  Cases  examined  by  the  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer. 

No.  of  cases  for  whom 

No  of  cases  No.  referred  to  glasses  were  prescribed, 
seen.  Eye  Specialist. 

345  *123  192 

*(53  of  these  cases  were  squints,  the  remainder  being  chiefly 
progressive  myopic  astigmatism). 

Table  of  Cases  examined  by  the  Eye  Specialist. 

No.  of  cases  seen.  No.  of  cases  for 

New  cases.  Re-Inspections.  Total,  whom  glasses  were 

prescribed. 

147  151  298  191 

EYE  OPERATIONS— 

Mr.  G.  W.  Hoare,  the  Consultant  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  held 
four  operative  sessions  at  Brecon  War  Memorial  Hospital  durkm 
the  vear  and  operated  on  13  children  for  squint  or  other  defects'5 
Each  squint  case  was  detained  in  hospital  for  6-7  nights  and 
following  up  visits  to  the  hospital  were  paid  by  the  Assistant 
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School  Medical  Officer  before  5/7/48,  when  the  National  Health 
Service  Act  came  into  operation. 


No.  of  Children 

Type  of 

No.  of  following 

Date. 

operated  upon. 

Operation. 

up  visits  by 
Asst.  S.M.O. 

12.  2.48 

4 

4 Squints 

3 

8.  4.48 

3 

3 Squints 

3 

10.  6.48 

1 2 Squints 
{ 1 Naevus 

3 

11.12.48 

3 

3 Squints 

— 

ORTHOPEDIC. 

Orthoptedic  Clinics  throughout  the  County  were  held  at 
regular  intervals  by  the  Orthopaedic  Sister,  Miss  I.  Leefe. 

Urgent  cases  were  sent  to  see  Mr.  A.  O.  Parker,  the  Ortho- 
paedic Surgeon  at  the  Prince  of  Wales  Hospital,  Cardiff.  Mr. 
Parker  attended  the  County  on  three  occasions — see  Table 
below : — 


Table  of  cases  seen  by  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon. 


Centre. 

Date  of  Examination. 

Ystrad- 

gvnlais 

27/4/48 

Brecon 

4/6/48 

Brecon 

9/9/48 

Total 

1. 

Number  of  Children  called 
up  for  examination 

41 

58 

20 

119 

2. 

Number  of  Children  present 
and  examined 

39 

55 

18 

112 

3. 

Number  found  not  to  re- 
quire Treatment 

6 

3 

1 

10 

4. 

Number  found  to  require 
Domiciliary  or  Clinic  Treat- 
ment 

29 

39 

16 

84 

5. 

Number  found  to  require 
Hospital  Treatment . 

2 * 

12 



14 

6. 

For  X’Ray 

2 

1 

1 

4 

DENTAL  TREATMENT— 

Apart,  from  the  treatment  figures  given  in  Table  II,  Group 
IV,  the  following  treatment  has  been  carried  out:  — 


Dentures  supplied 

5 

Peg.  Plate  Adjustments 

...  61 

No.  of  Reg.  Plates  supplied 

...  27 

No.  of  impressions  taken 

...  29 

Number  of  Vincents  treatments 

— 

Number  treated  for  Vincents 

— 

X-Ray  Plates 

...  — 
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NUTRITION— 1948. 

Primary  and  Secondary. 


Dr.  W.  F.  W.  Betenson. 


Group. 

Number 

Ex’min’d 

A 

% 

B 

% 

C 

% 

Entrants 

460 

109 

2370 

337 

73’26 

14 

3'04 

2nd  Age  Group 

229 

51 

2227 

149 

65  07 

29 

12’66 

3rd  Age  Group 

68 

17 

25'00 

50 

7353 

1 

1‘47 

Totals 

757 

177 

2338 

536 

70‘81 

44 

5'81 

Dr.  R.  Cairns  Forrester. 


Entrants 
2nd  Age  Group 
3Td  Age  Group 

198 

568 

195 

72 

260 

110 

3636 

45‘77 

56'41 

112 

291 

81 

56-57 
51  23 
4T54 

14 

17 

4 

7'07 

2'99 

2‘05 

Totals 

961 

442 

45  99 

484 

50’36 

35 

3'64 

Dr.  C.  S.  M.  Evans. 


Entrants 

163 

52 

3190 

103 

6319 

8 

491 

2nd  Age  Group 

32 

0 

1875 

25 

78‘12 

1 

312 

3rd  Age  Group 

80 

18 

22-50 

56 

70-00 

6 

7"50 

Totals 

275 

76 

27"64 

184 

66  91 

15 

5-45 

Totals. 


Entrants 
2nd  Age  Group 
3rd  Age  Group 

821 

829 

343 

233 

317 

145 

28-38 
38  24 
42-27 

552 

465 

187 

6773 
56  09 
54'52 

36 

47 

11 

4- 39 

5- 67 
3-21 

Grand  Totals 

1993 

695 

34  87 

1204 

60'41 

94 

472 
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NUTRITION— 1948. 

County  Grammar  Schools. 


Dr.  W.  F.  W.  Betenson. 


Group 

Number 

Ex'min'd 

A 

'% 

B 

% 

C 

' % 

Other  Periodic 
Inspections 

126 

58 

46-03 

63 

50  00 

5 

397 

3rd  Age  Group 

144 

107 

74.31 

37 

25'69 

... 

... 

Totals 

270 

165 

6111 

100 

37'04 

5 

T85 

Dr.  R.  Cairns  Forrester. 

Other  Periodic 
Inspections 

169 

68 

40.24 

100 

59-17 

1 

0-59 

3rd  Age  Group 

76 

45 

59.21 

31 

40-79 

— 

— 

Totals 

245 

113 

46.12 

131 

53‘47 

1 

0.41 

Dr.  C.  M.  S.  Evans. 


Other  Periodic 
Inspections 

53 

13 

24-53 

38 

7T70 

2 

3*77 

3rd  Age  Group 

47 

19 

40"42 

26 

55-32 

2 

4 25 

Totals 

100 

32 

32  00 

64 

64-00 

4 

400 

Totals. 


Other  Periodic 
Inspections 

348 

139 

39"94 

201 

57-76 

8 

2"30 

3rd  Age  Group 

267 

171 

64-04 

94 

35-21 

2 

0-75 

Grand  Totals 

615 

310 

5041 

2 95 

47'% 

10 

1"63 
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PRIMARY,  SECONDARY,  & COUNTY  GRAMMAR 

SCHOOLS. 

TABLE  I. 

Return  of  Medical  Inspections,  1948. 


A. — Periodic  Medical  Inspections. 

Number  of  Code  Group  Inspections — 


p.  & s. 

C.G. 

Entrants 

821 

. # 

Second  Age  Group 

829 



Third  Age  Group 

343 

..  273 

lotals 

1993 

..  273 

Number  of  Other  Periodic  Inspections — 

— 

..  342 

Total  Routine  Inspections 

1993 

..  615 

B. — Other  Inspections. 

Number  of  Special  I’  spections... 

535 

58 

Number  of  Re-Inspections 

617 

..  171 

Totals 

1152 

..  229 

Grand  Totals 

3145 

..  844 

->  ,,  (1947) 

2654 

..  862 
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PRIMARY,  SECONDARY,  & COUNTY  GRAMMAR 

SCHOOLS. 

TABLE  II. 


Return  of  Defects  treated  during  the  Year  ended  31st  December. 

1948. 

Group  1. — Minor  Ailments  (excluding  Uncleanliness,  for  which 

see  Group  Y) . 

Number  of  Defects  Treated  or  under  Treatment  during  the  year. 

Under  the 

Disease  or  Defect.  Authority’s 

Scheme. 

Skin — 


Ringworm — Scalp  (i)  X-Ray  Treatment  ...  — 

(ii)  Other  ...  — 

Ringworm — Body  ...  17 

Scabies  ...  34 

Impetigo  ...  41 

Other  Skin  Diseases  ...  8 

Minor  Eye  Defects — 

(External  and  other,  but  excluding  cases 

falling  in  Group  II)  ...  19 

Minor  Ear  Defects  ...  67 

Miscellaneous  (e.g.,  minor  injuries,  bruises, 

sores, chilblains,  etc.)  ...  361 


Total 


547 
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PRIMARY,  SECONDARY,  & COUNTY  GRAMMAR. 

SCHOOLS. 


TABLE  II. — Continued. 

Return  of  Defects  treated  during  the  Year  ended 
31st  December,  1948. 


Group  II. — Defective  Yision  and  Squint 

(excluding  Minor  Eye  Defects  treated  as  Minor  Ailments) . 


> 

sum  her  of  Defects  dealt  with. 

Defect  or  Disease. 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

Other- 

wise. 

Total. 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including 
•quint),  (Operations  for  Squint 
are  recorded  separately  in  the 
body  of  the  Report) 

F.&  s. 

C.G 

P.&  s. 

C 0 

P.  & s. 

C.G. 

425 

95 

425 

95 

Other  Defects  or  Diseases  of  the 
Eyes  (excluding  those  record- 
ed in  Group  I) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

425 

!)5 

— 

— 

425 

95 

Number  of  Children  for  whom 


(a)  Prescribed 

(b)  Obtained 

'"From  5/7/48  all  spectacles 
and  not  by  L.E.A. 


Spectacles  were — 

P.S.  C.Cx.  Total. 

303  80  383 

185  41  *226 

were  obtained  from  opticians 
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PRIMARY,  SECONDARY,  AND  COUNTY  GRAMMAR 

SCHOOLS. 


TABLE  II. — Continued.  , 


Return  of  Defects  during  the  Year  ended 
31st  December,  1948. 


4 

Group  III. — Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 

Received  operative  treatment — 

(a)  for  adenoids  and  chronic  tonsilitis  ...  203 

(h)  for  other  nose  and  throat  conditions  ...  2 

Received  other  forms  of  treatment  ...  — 

Total  ...  205 
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PRIMARY,  SECONDARY,  AND  COUNTY  GRAMMAR 

SCHOOLS. 

TABLE  II. — Continued. 

Group  IV. — Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment,  1948. 

1.  No.  of  pupils  inspected  by  the  Authority’s  Dental  Officers:  — 

(a)  Periodic  age  groups  . •••  5151 

(b)  Specials  •••  475 

(c)  Total  (Periodic  and  Specials)  ...  5626 

2.  No.  found  to  require  treatment  ...  2855 

3.  No.  actually  treated  ...  2232 

4.  Attendances  made  by  pupils  for  treatment  ...  2730 

5.  Half-days  devoted  to:  (a)  Inspection  ...  107 

(b)  Treatment  ...  634 

Total  (a),  and  (b)  ...  741 

6.  Fillings : Permanent  Teeth  ...  1778 

Temporary  Teeth  ...  135 

« 

Total  ...  1913 

7.  Extractions:  Permanent  Teeth  ...  567 

Temporary  Teeth  ...  2691 

Total  ...  3258 

8.  Administration  of  general  anassthetics  for  extraction...  9 

9.  Other  Operations:  (a)  Permanent  Teeth  ...  158 

(b)  Temporary  Teeth  ...  20 

Total  (a)  and  (b)  ...  178 

Group  Y.— Uncleanliness  and  Verminous  Conditions,  1948. 

(i)  Total  number  of  examinations  in  the  schools 

by  the  school  nurses  or  other  authorised  pesrons  47166 

(ii)  1 otal  number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be 

infested  ...  558 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  pupils  "in  respect  of 
whom  cleansing  notices  were  issued  (Sect 

54(2)  Education  Act,  1944  ...  _ 

(iv)  Number  pf  individual  pupils  in' respect  of  whom  « 

cleansing  notices  were  issued  (Sect.  54(3) 
Education  Act,  1944  v 
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PRIMARY,  SECONDARY,  & COUNTY  GRAMMAR 

SCHOOLS. 

TABLE  III. 


Summary  of  Weekly  and  Monthly  Reports  of 
School  Nurses,  1948. 


DISTRICT. 

Number  of 
Monthly  Visit* 
Paid  by  Nurses 
to  Schools. 

Total  Number 
of  Children 
Examined. 

Number  of  Visits  paid  for 
"Following-Up  ’’  Defects 



Speoial  Visits  paid 
to  Homes. 

First  Visits. 

Re  Visits. 

Home 

School 

Home 

School 

Breoon  Town  and  Country  .. 

1*2 

4306 

10 

8 

77 

23 

66 

Brynmawr 

68 

2614 

— 





8 

* ( I’ftlybont  and  Llanfryrach 
l Oefn  Coed  and  Vaynor 

92 

6038 

40 

29 

24 

35 

68 

Yatradgvnlais 

161 

1*379 

89 

128 

— 

88 

62 

Beulah  (Llwynmadoo) 

88 

992 

— 

6 

— 

4 

2 

Brecon  (Llanspyddid) 

in 

171 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Builth  Wells 

48 

2829 

10 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Crlckhowell 

81 

86in 

29 

5 

164 

58 

2 

Defyuock 

61 

1816 

— 

— 

11 

41 

— 

Hay 

44 

2608 

8 

1 

10 

6 

44 

Llanelly  Clydach  * Gilwern 

IT 

1*77 

5 

1 

12 

3 

2 

Llanelly  Darenfelen 

26 

1187 

— 

— 

H 

16 

14 

LlauRorse 

47 

743 

1 

— 

10 

— 

— 

Llanfeon  and  Glasbury 

88 

819 

3 

— 

12 

6 

8 

Llanwrthwl 

19 

324 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Llanwrtyd  Wells 

18 

1069 

16 

— 

87 

3 

3 

Llyswen  and  Erwood 

80 

629 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Newbridge-on- Wye 

6 

16* 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Talgarth 

66 

2672 

16 

— 

.82 

10* 

— 

Talybont-on-tTsk 

• 8 

86* 

9 

— 

20 

— 

— 

Belief  Nurses 

17 

669 

Totals 

997 

47166 

164 

172 

421 

887 

274 

„ 1947 

987 

47028 

238 

167 

498 

443 

878 

•For  8 month*  of  the  year  Talybont  and  District  wa*  covered  by  the  Cefn  Coed 

School  Nurie. 


CHILDREN  IN  RESIDENTIAL  SPECIAL  SCHOOLS  DURING  1948. 
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Discharged  on  21.7.48 

M.J.W.,  girl  17  ...  Deaf  and  Dumb  ...  Royal  Cambrian  In-  ...  30.1.42 

stitution  for  Deaf  and  Discharged  April,  1948 
Dumb 


